


Barbara Saidel
Co-Chair of the Board

Steven P. Polivy
Co-Chair of the Board

Dear Friends,

We want to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to all of JBI’s supporters, 
partners, volunteers, staff, and other friends.  With your dedicated assistance in 2022, JBI 
emerged from “Covid-times” to a time of broadened outreach, exciting new projects, 
production enhancements, and new collaborations.  Cultivating partnerships with social 
service organizations, advocacy groups, publishers of content of Jewish interest, the Jewish 
movements, and other libraries has been a major focus over the past year.  During 2022, 
we recruited new board members with fresh voices and diversity of skills, backgrounds, 
and experiences.

All that JBI does is focused on our mission to provide people of all ages and backgrounds 
who are blind, have low vision, are print disabled, or are reading disabled with the 
accessible materials they need to participate more fully in educational, cultural, and 
communal life.  Whether seeking access to the written word for enjoyment, information, 
or religious observance, we want everyone who needs us to know of and to benefit from 
JBI’s free services.  JBI’s role is to fulfill the unique requests of our patrons and ensure 
that they are not excluded due to the inability to read standard print.  

JBI is currently nearing the end of a strategic planning process, and we know we will 
be pursuing several areas to meet our expanded goals.  These include an investment 
in technology to better serve our current patrons and to attract a wider audience, 
increasing our programmatic offerings to enhance the ways we engage people, improving 
our outreach to reach more people who could benefit from our services, and amplifying 
impact through advocating for accessibility.  We look forward to sharing more about JBI’s 
new strategic plan with you in the months to come.  

JBI serves people ranging in age from the youngest readers and students wishing to 
pursue a Jewish education or mark important Jewish milestones, to adults who want to 
access the written word for pleasure, information, or religious observance, to families 
seeking to read together—and everyone in between with an interest in Jewish life and 
culture.  We know that many of our library patrons, especially older adults with low 
vision, would otherwise be more isolated than ever.  For them, JBI’s books, periodicals, 
liturgical texts, and cultural programs are a lifeline.  

Thank you for your support and for your caring.  JBI’s work would not be possible 
without you.

CO-CHAIRS’ LETTER
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A Personal Reflection
From Co-Chair Barbara Saidel
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Barbara’s early commitment to JBI was based, 
in part, on the pleasure she witnessed when 
her blind grandmother was able to listen to 
audiobooks on reel-to-reel tapes in Yiddish 
in the 1960s.  She could no longer read, 
but listening to news and novels helped her 
enjoy both fiction and nonfiction and remain 
connected to the world outside her home.  

Since Barbara joined the board in 2009, she has 
become more convinced than ever that what we 
do matters, and truly brightens the days of the 
people who listen to or read our materials.

A Personal Reflection
From Co-Chair Steven P. Polivy

Steven had not heard of JBI before a colleague 
introduced him to JBI to handle a specific legal 
issue relating to the renovation of its building in 
2005. He was very soon thereafter impressed 
with the dedication that JBI’s staff had to the 
mission of improving the lives of the thousands 
of patrons who relied upon JBI’s services.  

He agreed to assist JBI with another assignment, 
this time pro bono, and soon thereafter agreed 
to serve on the JBI Board. Steven remains 
grateful to JBI for all of its offerings and is 
thrilled to be part of the JBI family.



Livia Thompson
Executive Director

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S  LETTER

Dear Friends,
I was fortunate to become part of JBI’s leadership 
in 2022 and quickly realized what a unique and 
special role it plays. I have been particularly moved 
by the joy JBI brings to so many people by fostering 
greater inclusion, access, and connections to the 
richness of Jewish cultural, literary, and religious life.  
We spent 2022 strengthening our work to meet 
our goals, challenging the status quo, and developing 
new collaborations and engagements to reach more 

patrons, including by being more effective in our production and circulation of relevant 
materials.  

With a vibrant board and staff, we are excited about JBI’s ability to continue to grow, 
evolve, and make an even bigger impact, and do even more in the years to come.  We 
explored ways to embrace change, enhance our outreach, and strengthen every aspect 
of our work.  We also saw an increase in the number and engagement of our patrons, 
and greater connectivity with the many communities we support (Jewish, low vision, 
social service agencies, educational and religious organizations, and more) — creating 
opportunities to better serve both individual patrons and the different kinds of 
organizations that serve them.

I invite you to take a tour of our facilities and learn more about how we produce and 
circulate our materials.  Please do not hesitate to connect by calling 212-545-8030, or 
emailing me at lthompson@jbilibrary.org, with any questions that you have or to make an 
appointment for a tour or just a chat.  

2022 was quite a year, and we are grateful for the support and encouragement of so many 
of you as we continue this journey to make sure that JBI fully meets, and even exceeds, its 
goals.  I also want to thank JBI’s staff for their hard work supporting all of JBI’s patrons and 
for being fully engaged and looking toward JBI’s future.  We are excited by all that 2023 
has in store for us.  With your support, we can bring Jewish texts to even more people 
seeking to engage in Jewish life and community.

Sincerely,
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•	 We commenced transcription 
of a new Braille Siddur, created 
Braille editions of three new 
Haggadot, and began offering 
twin vision children’s books 
(braille transparency over printed 
picture books), underscoring 
our commitment to braille 
production;

•	 We explored collaborations 
with organizations including PJ 
Library, Jewish Book Council, 
Matan, and JASA in order to 
serve broader populations that 
may benefit from our services;

•	 We began increasing our social 
media presence with more 
frequent Facebook posts, and 
expanded other outreach efforts 
to directly reach more individuals 
about our work; 

•	 We produced and distributed 
4,500 large print and braille 
liturgical and lifecycle materials, 
including our braille and large 
print luach;

•	 We circulation 13,000 audio-
books;

•	 We regularly produced and 
distributed audio magazines and 
cultural programs for more than 
1,000 magazine readers;

•	 We initiated the first step in 
upgrading our technology to 
better support our patrons and 
provide easier access to our 
materials;

•	 We engaged 1,350 new patrons 
through our circulating library, 
liturgical and lifecycle materials, 
customized offerings, or cultural 
programming; 

•	 We strengthened relationships 
with colleagues at organizations 
such as Xavier Society for 
the Blind, CSB Cares, Visions, 
Vision Services Alliance, The 
Lighthouse/Guild, and the 
National Library Services of 
the Library of Congress, and 
discussed new ways to partner, 
share information, and learn from 
one another; 

•	 We increased our regular 
communication with our patrons 
through frequent newsletters 
(braille and large print, as well 
as via email) in order to share 
updates, keep our patrons 
informed and encourage 
their input in asking for what they 
need;

•	 We awarded four exceptional 
college and graduate students 
with The Nathan L. and Suzanne 
K. Wolfson Scholarships.
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Some 2022  
Highlights



Thanks to JBI, my husband and I had the 
best Purim this year. We were able to read 
from the large print Megillah, something 
we hadn’t done for a long time because of 
vision problems. 

— Annette, Highland Park, NJ

Thank you so much for your help selecting 
books for me. I also enjoy the JBI Russian 
Voice and eagerly wait for every edition 
to come. The work that JBI is doing has a 
great impact on my life. I’m very grateful. 

— Tatyana E., Brookline, MA

The ability to have a Bat Mitzvah and being able to read in 
braille, the whole 23 verses, was amazing. It was really helpful for 
her to be able to follow along and gave her the same freedom 
and flexibility as any other kid. Her Bat Mitzvah was such a great 
achievement for her, and it was so heartfelt. We as a family were 
so excited for her to reach this achievement. 		

— Missy A., Riverdale, NY

Although driving, watching TV and reading pretty 
much ended for me when I was diagnosed 
with Macular Degeneration, JBI returned me 
to my love of reading. Only this time I heard 
the stories and enjoyed the books even more.  
Thank you for being my lifeline. 

— Phyllis, Boca Raton, FL

If you or a loved one could benefit from JBI’s services, please call 1-800-433-1531 or visit www.jbilibrary.org.  
JBI’s knowlegeable librarians will be happy to help.

Words of Thanks 
to JBI

My son just received the siddurim and chumashim and 
other books that you sent. He is non-verbal and can’t 
regularly vocalize on his own. Yesterday was the first day he 
opened the siddur for Shacharit. He davens every day and 
puts on tefillin with the help of caregivers. When he saw it, 
he made noises, more than we’d ever heard him make on 
his own at one time. This is a big advancement for him. We 
think that when he actually saw the text clearly and was 
able to keep the book open with its spiral binding, he could 
actually concentrate on the prayers. … Now, he is very 
happy. Thank you so much. 	   — Jenny, Ra’anana, Israel

What you do is invaluable for people like 
me. I was a teacher and taught literature 
in school all my life. When I lost my sight, I 
thought my life was over. How could I live 
without books? JBI talking books saved me 
and my sanity, I can’t thank you enough. 

— Mariya M., Mayfield Heights, OH



Our Thanks for Your 
Generous Support in 2022

LEADERSHIP GIFTS
$100,000 OR MORE
The Marc Haas Foundation

BENEFACTORS
$50,000 - 99,9999
The David Berg Foundation, Inc.
Mirrel Davis Trust and Rebecca Davis 	
    Trust
Barbara B. & Stephen Friedman

PATRONS
$10,000 - 49,999
Anonymous (4)
Joseph Alexander Foundation, Inc.
The Sandra Atlas Bass and Edythe & 
    Sol G. Atlas Fund
Mrs. Sharon T. Bookin
Frances & Buddy Brandt
Fadem Family Foundation
Bernard Gans, B. Gans Management
The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Thomas G. Kahn
Jeanne & Richard Kaskey Foundation
Dr. Ellie Henkind Katz
Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen 
    Foundation, in honor of Thomas 
    & Marilyn Kahn
The Omer Foundation
Leo Oppenheimer & Flora 
    Oppenheimer Haas
Moses L. Parshelsky Foundation
Adolph & Ruth Schnurmacher 
    Foundation
Charles and M. R. Shapiro Foundation
The Paul E. Singer Family Foundation
The Slomo and Cindy Silvian Foundation
Idalia Roth Charitable Trust

SPONSORS
$5,000 - 9,999
Anonymous (2)
Andrea Brown & Robert M. Levande
Paul & Pearl Caslow Foundation
The Ruby Diamond Foundation
Albert E. & Birdie W. Einstein 
    Fund, Inc.
The Elbirt Family Foundation
Gene, Rosalie and Susan Goldberg 
    Endowment Fund
David Goldstein

FRIENDS
$1,000 - 4,999
Dr. Jeffrey Aaronson
Audrey Abecassis & Mark Goldstein
Richard I. Adrian
Mark J. Altschuler
Steven Howard Amster 
    Memorial Fund
Stuart S. Applebaum
Dr. & Mrs. Mitchel Ashkanazy
Lovey Beer
Beit Tikvah Messianic Congregation
Marc Bengualid
Cathy S. Bernard
Ira M. Blassberg
Ronald H. Bloom
Dr. Maxwell L. & Florence C. 
    Blumenreich Foundation Inc.
The Jack Chester Foundation
Arnold Lewis Cohen
Barbara B. Cohn
Ellen David
Nathaniel de Rothschild
Dr. Joseph W. Familant
Dr. Theodore Feintuch
Eugene & Estelle Ferkauf Foundation
The Feuerring Foundation
Dr. David H. Forst
Helena & Marvin J. Goldstein
Barbara Freid Gottesman
Fried Family Charitable Foundation
David Furman
Stephen J. Garchik
Naamit & Michael Gerber
Gerson Family Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Bijan Ghatan
Pearl Ginsburg
Betsy & Max Gitter

Mr. & Mrs. David Gold
Mr. & Mrs. Diego Goldfarb
Herman Goldman Foundation
Theda Goldman
William P. Goldman & Brothers 
    Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Irwin P. Goldstein
Ruth & David S. Gottesman
David and Alan Greene Family 
    Foundation, Inc.
Dr. & Mrs. David Z. Greenseid
William K. & Cheryl Gross
Miriam Halevy
The Dr. Lewis A. Hare & Ruth Lerman 	
    Hare Charitable Foundation
Malka & Paul R. Herman
The David and Barbara B. Hirschhorn 	
    Foundation
Ronald M. Jericho
Jorgensen Foundation
Michael D. Joseph
The Kaplen Foundation
Jesse N. Krawitz
Fred Krimm
The Kenneth A. Lattman 
    Foundation, Inc.
Hortley G. LeBlang Charitable Trust
Brenda & Burton Lehman
Linda & Alan M. Levine
Michael J. Luckens
MBIA Foundation
Dennis M. Meyers
Michael and Lori Milken Family 
    Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Lester S. Morse
Alexandre M. Padget
Nathaniel Paull
Marlene & Michael Perlmutter
Mario and Sara Rafalin Foundation
Charles S. Raizen Foundation, Inc.
The Riklin Charitable Trust
Abraham & Sonia Rochlin Foundation
The John A. Rodger, Jr. Foundation
Betty Rollin
Edward E. and Hilda C. Rosen 
    Foundation
The Bertha & Jacob Rosenberg 
    Foundation
Richard Rosenberg
Robert Russell Memorial Foundation

* This report recognizes donors of $250 or more during the fiscal year 2022. Space limitations make it impossible to list the many gifts under $250. If your name is 
not listed, or there is an error in the way it is listed, please accept our apologies and let us know how to correct it. (Please call Beth Rudich at 1-800-433-1531.)

Jephson Educational Trust #2
Jill & Myron Kaplan
Kirschner Trusts
S & R Kleiman Family
Lemberg Foundation, 
    in memory of Judy Tenney
Diane & Burton C. Lipman
Joseph & Ida Liskin Foundation
Carole & David Metzger
Steven P. Polivy & Annette Orenstein
Susan Levin Schlechter
Dr. Gerson Schwartz
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Anne & Andrew Abel
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Abrams
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Ain
Judith Albano
Mr. & Mrs. Michael I. Amon
Susan & Christopher K. Anderson
Arthur Antman
Dr. William Apple, in honor of Roy Sacks
Mr. & Mrs. Elie Ashery, in memory of   
    Ruth Sager
Stephen Auerbach
Debra & Simon Auerbacher
Sharon I. Baker
Robert E. Baum
Beverly Bavly
Frank Beck

Joan Bellows
Diane & Fredrick Berk
Jeffrey A. Berman, in memory of 
    Sarah Rappaport
Michael Bertiaux
Dr. Martin G. Bialer
Renee & Joseph Bijou
Alan Bleier
Jeffrey S. Blum
Ellen & Joseph Blumenfeld
Karen & David Blumenthal
B’nai B’rith Blind Children’s Camp Fund
Saul S. Bodenheimer
Lynn & Doug Borck
Gail & Paul Bork
Mr. Allen Brafman
Joyce & Ivan Brick
Sherna S. Brody
Tamra Brown
Steven Bruckner
Dr. David Brust
Tova Bulow
Susan & Mel A. Burchman
Vivian Burger-Lazar & Matthew Lazar
Lawrence & Adina Burian
Barbara & Lawrence Cahn
Henry S. & Maria S. Campell
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Canes
John F. Cannady
Esther Cardash
Helga R. Carden
Dina & Lawrence Caroline
Dr. Herbert T. Caskey
Dr. & Mrs. Ephraim S. Casper
Roberta Chaplin
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Tatiana Cherkas
Naomi & Barry R. Cohen
Rosalin W. Cohen
Leslie Cohen
Abby J. Cohen, in memory of 
    Sylvia Decovsky

Congregation B’Nai Israel, 
    St. Petersburg, FL
Eugene Coolik
Richard A. Covkin
Cynthia & Harvey Creem
Mr. & Mrs. Andre Danesh
Dr. Paul J. Davis
Gwen Davis
Jim Day
Theresa Dent, in memory of Eugene 
    Sukonick
Aviva Diamant
Arlene & Robert Dondiego
Mady & Bruce Donoff
Marlynn & Elliot Dorff
Lawrence Dresner
Theresa & Steven Drexler
Mr. & Mrs. Elliott Dudnik
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Durkin
Edelheit Family Fund
Michael A. Edidin
Rex Eggert
Belinda Eichler
Gerald J. Eichner
Mitzi & Warren Eisenberg Family 
    Foundation
Lois Ellison
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Ellman
Mr. & Mrs. Martin J. Engel
Charlotte & David Epstein
Sandy Fainbarg
Eugene I. Farber & Hinda Keller Farber
Abel Feinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice N. Finegold
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth J. Finger
Sam Fischel
Mr. & Mrs. Jayson Folus
Dr. Toby Frankel
Anne & Gerald Freedman Charitable  
    Foundation, Inc.
Norman M. Fried
Diane Friedman, Ph.D.
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DONORS
$250 - 999

David S. Sabih & Anna Swartley, in 
    honor of Richard Gerber, Hudson  	
    Grace, & Alan Melkonyan
Sandra R. Schenkel
Schleifer Family Foundation
Dr. Mervin Livingston Schloss Fund
Schwartz Family Fund
Roslyn Schwartzberg
Renee & Joe Septimus
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Sinsheimer
Judy Soley
Cari Sommer Charitable Fund
Paul J. Sperry
Livia & Tom Thompson
Tidewater Jewish Foundation
Trachtenberg Charitable Trust
Lorraine Trachtenberg & Mr. Jeffrey A. 	
    Dankberg
Viterbi Family Fund
Tamara L. Weintraub
Dov Weitman
Mr. & Mrs. James Wimmer
Zulena C. Zattoni Sudilovsky

We gratefully acknowledge the thoughtfulness and compassion of those 
whose forward thinking has done so much to enable JBI to meet the spe-
cial needs of blind and visually impaired patrons. We will always remember 
their kindness.

Norman Bloomfield
Mild B. Cohen
Olga Kovacs
Myron Lasman
Henry Chaim Lerner
Arlene Rapp
Betty Resner

Betty Rosenthal
Ida Rosenman Sands
Jack Sayre
Selma Schwartz
Marianne Seidenberg
Edythe B. Sheinbaum
Martin F.  Witkin

LEGACIES & BEQUESTS
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Baruch Friedman
Eliana B. Galer
Martin Galett
Harriette & Eli Garber
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Gaspar
Alan H. Gelb
Dr. & Mrs. Burt W. Gelberg
Robert W. Gelfman
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Jean Gilbert
Dr. Joseph Gimbel
Ronnie Ginsberg
Linda & Daniel Ginsberg
Nili Gitig
Carol Gittler
Ruth & Jack Glantz Family Foundation
Gideon Glass
Ellen & Kevin Glassberg
Susan & Steven Gold
Mr. & Mrs. Ivan C. Goldberg
Leslie J. Goldberg
Irv Goldfarb
Ruth Goldin
Howard Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Goldstein
Ronnie & David Goldstein, in memory   
    of Rabbi Schlomo Braunstein
Elayne Goldstein
Naomi Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Gorbaty
Mr. & Mrs. Alan L. Gordon
Kenneth Gordon
Joshua Gould
Joan Green
Dr. Doris M. Greenberg
Susannah & Yitzhak Greenberg
Cecile Greenberg
Allen Greenspan
The Griff Family Fund
Anna and Bernard Gross Memorial Fund

Michael Grossman
Judith & Martin Grumet
Allan Guggenheim
David A. Gumenick
Suzanne & Barry Gurvitch
Arthur Gutterman
Lee Haas
Tina Hacker
Celia Haft
Lorraine & Leo Halpert
Stuart Hammer
Laurie & Christopher Harbert
Bradley Hartzler
Ellen Harvey
Andrea S. & Alan I. Hayman
The Help-Som Child Foundation
Esther & Brad Herman
Marcia Herschmann
Arnie Herskovic
Jerry Hillman
Stuart Hirsh
Leo & Sarah Horowitz
Patricia Howell-Rosenberg & Russell 
    Rosenberg
Husman Family Foundation
Stuart Ickovic
Jerome M. Isenberg
George Jackman
Dr. Alan Kadish
Patricia & Albert Kadosch
Terry & David Kahan
Leslie Kahn 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald L. Kahn
Vivian Kalish
Phyllis & Michael Kann
Steven & Christine Kantrowitz
Jerome A. Kaplan & Deena L. Kaplan 
    Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Kaplan

Albert R. Kashani
Ben Kasirer
Adele & Moshe Katzenelenbogen
Dr. & Mrs. Harold L. Kirschenbaum
Susana & Henry Kister
Drs. Susan & Bill Kitei
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel Klagsbrun
Benjamin S. Klapper & Barbara H. Braffman
The Beverly and Elias Klein Family 
    Foundation, Inc.
Nancy I. Klein
Roseanne M. Klein
Dani & David Kline, in honor of Steven 
    Polivy
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Koenig
Barbara Kramer
Rochelle Kraut
Anna Kremer
Alexander Krupetsky
Judith Kuskin
Gilbert Lahn
Cecelia Lance
Yael & Amnon Landan
Joann Lang
Sheila & Meyer Last
Lautman Maska Neill & Company
Dr. & Mrs. Gary S. Lazar
Steven Legum
Charles Lehat
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Leish
Lester Lenoff
Jessia Leonard, in honor of Jane Blecher
Dr. Carole R. Lerman
Harriet B. Levi
Irwin B. Levin, Esq.
Joseph M. Levine Foundation
Roy Levit
Gabriel Levy
Mr. & Mrs. Mark A. Lieberfarb

 
  

gr
ac

ia
s 

 С
П

А
С

И
Б

О
  

m
er

ci
  

m
u

lţ
u

m
es

c 
ה 
רב

ה 
וד
 ת

ק 
אנ
 ד
עם

ינ
שי

א 
  

d
zi

ęk
u

ję
k

sz
n

m
 

  
g

ra
ci

as
  

С
П

А
С

И
Б

О
  

m
er

ci
  

m
u

lţ
u

m
es

c 
ה 
רב

ה 
וד
ת

  
נק
א
 ד
ם
ע
ינ
שי

א 
  

d
zi

ęk
u

ję
k

sz
n

m

Gloria S.Adelson 
Maimoona M.Ahmed 
lnesse Alexandrov  
Mark Altschuler  
Frances Brandt  
William H. Brandt  
Dr. David Brust  
Pamela Carlton 
Jeannette Celemenski 
Gloria Cohen  
Elliot Daniels  
Ellen David  
Michael L. & Carol L. Dean 
David Bernard Eichhorn 
Elsa Feher

Mildred Feuerstein 
David & Paula Fishman 
Sara Fishman  
Betty H. Freedman 
Barbara B. Friedman 
Bernice F. Friedman 
Ralph Friedner 
Stanley Ganer  
Earl & Mary Glenn 
Richard M. Goldberg 
William K. Gross 
Sylvia Haase  
Monika Hamburger
Robert S. Harris 
Paul Herman  

Phyllis Hopman
Hortense Hurwitz
Thomas G. Kahn
Jeanne Kaiser
Myron Kaplan
Irene Kitzman
Naomi Kronish
Harriet B. Levi
Sandy Marsik
Stanley Moss
Rae Natkin
Beth Omansky, Ph.D. 
Gloria Ostrin 
Poppy Parker 
Harry J. Petchesky 

Ronald Price 
Stanley E. Rose 
Norman Ross 
Elaine Rudner  
Roslyn Schwartzberg  
Anna Shrifter  
Sidney & Irene Silverman 
Anne T. Silverstein  
Arlene Stolper Simon  
Adele Stein 
Paulette A.Weill 
Selma Weintraub  
Herbert Zukerman

For more information, or to become a member of the Tikvah Society, please contact Beth Rudich at 1-800-433-1531 or brudich@jbilibrary.org

THE TIKVAH SOCIETY OF JBI

The Tikvah Society acknowledges with gratitude the many friends of the blind and visually impaired who have included JBI 
in their wills or who have named JBI as the beneficiary of an insurance policy, trust, IRA, or gift annuity.
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Stephen E. Lieberman
Ralph W. Liebling
Eli Livne
Mr. & Mrs. Jack A. Lowenthal
Thomas Lowinger
Mel Lubin
Teri Lukin-Zahn
A. Mervyn & Jeannette Mandelbaum
Renee Manger
Judith & Mark Mannis, in memory of Dr. 
    Todd L. Erickson
Philip Margolius
Willard L. Marmelzat Foundation
Dr. Caren S. Martin
Carol Maxon
Mr. & Mrs. Richard McBee
Edward Meckeneck
Sheri Meisel
Jacob Melamed
Julius & Evelyn Melnick Foundation
Theodore Meyrowitz
Karen & Eric Miller
Lillian & Jay H. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Jay P. Miller
Robert Miller
David H. Miller
Debbie Minas
Ellen L. Mittelman
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Mittleman
Jeffrey Mollin
Allen Morganstein
Annette Moshman
Moskowitz Family Foundation
The Irving I. Moskowitz Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Philip V. Moss
Mount Herman Full Gospel Ministry
Corliss Mulqueen
Ron Murch

David and Inez Myers Foundation, a 
    supporting foundation of the Jewish 
    Federation of Cleveland
Robert Nadler
Meryl Nason
Iris Nelson-Schwartz
Risa & Pierce Neuman
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Neustadter
Steve & Nataly Neuwirth
Michael Nobel
Natalie Nussbaum
Thea & Richard Okin
Jack Olshansky
Myrna Oppenheim
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Oppenheimer
Linda Ossad & Robert L. Ellenberg
Dr. Louis Ostrow
Dr. Arthur Palmer & Pamela Gellen
Shelley Paradis
Andrea & Barton Pasternak
Dr. & Mrs. Mark L. Perecman
Dr. Stuart J. Perlik
Cecelia Platnick
Suzanne E. Pleskunas
Paul Pocress
Joan Porat
Meris Powell
Mr. & Mrs. Darrell Prescott
Arn Pressner
Morris and Anna Propp Sons Fund, Inc.
Janine & George Quint
Deborah & Stuart Rabner
Shirley Radcliffe
Mr. & Mrs. Jacques Rebibo
Laszlo Regos
Richard Robbins
Elliott & Ronni Robinson Philanthropic 
    Fund
Freda & Sheldon Robinson
David Ross & Abby Rosmarin
Bernard Roth
Roth Family Fund
The Rothkopf Greenberg Family 
    Foundation Trust
Meryl & Charles Rubin
Joseph B. Rubin & Dr. Corinne B. 
    Winston
Ada & Robert T. Rubin
Pia E. & Paul Rubin
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel F. Rubinstein
Joachim Rudoler
Mr. & Mrs. Barnett Rukin
Mr. & Mrs. Solomon Ruthman
Betty Ryzman
Allan Sacks
Barbara G. Saidel & Eddie Goldberg
Nir Samuel
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Sand

Joan Sarnoff
Beth Savitz
Dr. Benson Schaeffer
Linda & Barry Scher
The Lillian Scherme Charitable Trust
Martin Schiller
Karyn & Marc Schiller
Dr. Lawrence M. Schleifer
Mr. & Mrs. Jay L. Schottenstein
Jordan Schottenstein
Jacob Schulzinger
Julian A. Seewald, DDS
The Lee L. & Judith E. Selwyn Foundation
Barbara Seril
Seligsohn Foundation
Robert A. Shapiro
Dr. Yakov Shaposhnikov
Phyllis & Richard S. Sharlin
Bernard & Harriet Shavitz
Beverly Siegel Rieger
Merna Siegler, in honor of Rosalyn 
    Bernstein
Milton Silverman
Dr. Bonnie S. Silverman & Dr. David M. 
    Nanus
Dina & Ilan Simon
Shauna Singer
Temple Beth El Sisterhood, Utica, NY
Robert H. Small
Bernard Small
Judith L. Small
The Small & Shapiro Giving Fund
Melody Smyth
Jerome S. Soble
Jeffrey Solarz
Marshall S. Solomon
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Spigelman
Lorraine and Ira Spiler Charitable Fund
Rena & Elliot G. Steigman
Jack and Eva Steinberg Designated Fund
Sherry & Bob M. Steinberg
Marcy Steingroot
The George Stern & Sara Stern 
    Foundation
Audrey F. Steuer
Michael Stewart, M.D.
Holly & George Stone
Maxwell Strawbridge Charitable Trust
Peg Strub & Archie Nash
Dr. & Mrs. Jaime Sznajder
Toby Talbot
Rita & Burt Tansky
Taub Family Foundation
Fred Toczek
Aron P.  Trombka
Tropham Foundation, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Tryfus
Douglas K. Turner

10  	 2022 JBI Annual Report



ASSETS
Accounts payable and accrued expenses
Investments
Contributions receivable
Propert and equipment, net
Other assets

        Total assets

2022
1,986,972 

14,728,166 
30,000 

5,108,351 
1,557,325 

23,410,814

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued expenses	
Other liabilities

        Total liabilities

147,862 
43,298 

191,160

NET ASSETS
Without Donor Restrictions
    General operating
    Board designated reserve
    Board designated endowment
    Investment in Property and 
        equipment, net
        
        Total Without Donor Restrictions

1,933,439 
500,240 

7,260,434 
461,908 

10,156,021

SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Contributions and Grants
Legacies and bequests
Investment activity
Other revenue and support

        Total support and revenue

2022
2,440,461
1,400,811

(2,549,353)
(38,703)

1,253,216

EXPENSES
Program services:
Libraries and library development services
Educational and cultural programs
JBI periodicals
Outreach to Eastern Europe and the 
    former Soviet Union
Israeli assistance program
Outreach and Library recruitment

        Total Program services

1,336,761 
141,136 
297,403 
82,885 

350,248 
752,875 

2,961,308

Management and general
Fundraising

        Total expenses
        
        Change in net assets

499,394 
306,190 

3,766,892

(2,513,676)

With Donor Restrictions
    Purpose restricted
    Beneficial interest in Trusts and 
        Perpetual Trusts
    Endowment
    Investment in Property and equipment, net
        
        Total Net Assets

TOTAL LIABLITIES AND NET ASSETS

1,797,776 
1,263,010 

5,356,404 
4,646,443 

23,219,654

23,410,814

Ethel & Alan Tusher
Laura & Errol Uhr
Glenda Urmacher
Lauren & John Veronis Foundation
Stephanie & Paul Walinsky
Marcia & Robert Waxman
Dr. Malka Weber
Drs. Paul & Linda Weinberg
Moshe & Arianne Weinberger Charitable Fund
Dr. Ronald S. Weinger
Samuel Weinstein Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Weiss
Jutta & Jonathan Weiss
Dr. Thomas Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Weissman
Karen & Harry Wellerstein
Joan Wiesen
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Wolf
Wolinsky Family Foundation, Inc.
Women of Reform Judaism - Temple 
    Emanu-el, Dallas, TX
Women of Temple Beth Hillel, Valley Village, CA
Women of Temple Rodef Shalom, Falls Church, VA
Dr. John H. Wu
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Yavitch, in memory of Bernard 	     
    Yavitch & in honor of Mr. & Mrs. Josh Yavitch
Joseph Younes
Mrs. Abbe B. Young & Mrs. Elisabeth A. Harris
Dr. Martin Youngleson
Gary Zaidenweber
Judith S. Zara
Edith & Robert Zinn
Mark Ziring
Herbert and Grace Zwerner Philanthropic Fund
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Who We Are
Founded in 1931 as the Jewish Braille Institute, JBI provides people of all ages and backgrounds 
living with blindness, low vision, or print disability access to a vast circulating library, liturgical texts, 
customized materials, and cultural offerings, enabling connection to the rich literary, cultural, and 
religious life of the Jewish community.  
JBI creates and distributes thousands of Jewish-interest materials in audio, braille, and large print 
formats that are provided free of charge and delivered directly to our patrons’ doorsteps.

We are committed to increasing accessibility and inclusion for all individuals living with vision 
impairment, from our youngest readers pursuing a Jewish education to adults seeking materials for 
pleasure or religious observance to families who read together—and everyone in between with an 
interest in Jewish life and culture.

Who We Serve 

Our patrons include people of all ages and backgrounds, located around the world, who are blind, 
have low vision, or are print disabled.  We also work with a variety of organizations and groups 
seeking to promote wider accessibility to braille, audio, and large-print texts for their communities.  
These include schools, libraries, summer camps, publishers, nonprofit organizations, senior centers, 
synagogues, and other partners.

Mission Statement 
JBI seeks to empower blind, visually impaired and reading disabled individuals to participate fully 
in educational, cultural and communal life by providing free access to works of Jewish and general 
interest through its Braille, Large Print, and Audio Libraries.  Our global programs in many languages 
serve people of all ages and backgrounds.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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Andrea Brown
Gabrielle Cohn
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Steven Fadem
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Rabbi Andrew Goodman
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Thomas G. Kahn
Myron Kaplan, Esq.
Caren Keller
Nancy I. Klein
Benjamin F. Kursman, Esq.
Diane Lipman

Steven P. Polivy, Esq.
Rabbi Mordechai Rackover
Jill Rothstein
Barbara G. Saidel
Susan L. Schlechter
Steven J. Sklar
Rabbanit Aliza Sperling
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Barbara G. Saidel
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Thomas G. Kahn
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Frances Brandt
Treasurer

Ellen David
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Andrea Brown
Secretary
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Susan L. Schlechter
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Livia Thompson
Executive Director

Mickey Aboff
Chief Financial Officer
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Director of 
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Arlene Arfe
Head Librarian

FOUNDER
Leopold Dubov**
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