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i Haftarah Blessings

Haftarah Blessings

After the reading of the Torah, the Maftir recites
the Haftarah blessings:

Blessed are You, Lord, our God, King of the
universe, Who has chosen good prophets and
was pleased with their words that were
uttered with truth. Blessed are You, Lord, Who
chooses the Torah; Moses, His servant; Israel
His nation; and the prophets of truth and
righteousness.

After reading the Haftarah, the Maftir recites:

Blessed are You, Lord, our God, King of the
universe, Rock of all eternities, Righteous in
all generations, the trustworthy God, Who
says and does, Who speaks and fulfills, all of
Whose words are true and righteous.
Trustworthy are You Lord, our God, and
trustworthy are Your words, not one of Your
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iv | Haftarah Blessings

words is turned back to its origin unfulfilled,
for You are God, trustworthy and compas-
sionate King. Blessed are You, Lord, the God
Who is trustworthy in all His words.

Have mercy on Zion for it is the source of our
life; to the one who is deeply humiliated bring
- salvation speedily, in our days. Blessed are

You, Lord, Who gladdens Zion through her
children. '

Gladden us, Lord, our God, with Elijah the
prophet, Your servant, and with the kingdom
of the House of David, Your anointed, may he
come speedily and cause our heart to exult.
On his throne let no stranger sit nor let others
continue to inherit his honor, for by Your holy
Name You swore to him that his lamp will not
be extinguished forever and ever. Blessed are
You, Lord, Shield of David.
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'} | | Haftarah Blessings

On an ordinary Sabbath (including the Sabbath of
Chol Ha-Moed Pesach) continue:

For the Torah reading, for the prayer service,
for the reading from the Prophets and for this
Sabbath day that You, Lord, our God, have
given us for holiness and contentment, for
glory and splendor - for all this, Lord, our God,
we gratefully thank You and bless You. May
" Your Name be blessed by the mouth of all the
living always, for all eternity. Blessed are You,
Lord, Who sanctifies the Sabbath.
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Book of Genesis
BERESHITH

ISAIAH 42:5-43:10

42 5. Thus said God the LORD, Who created
the heavens and stretched them out, Who
spread out the earth and what it brings forth,
Who gave breath to the people upon it and life
to those who walk thereon: 6. | the Lord, in
My grace, have summoned you, and | have
grasped you by the hand. | created you, and
appointed you a covenant people, a light of
nations—7. Opening eyes deprived of light,
rescuing prisoners from confinement, from the
dungeon those who sit in darkness. 8. | am
the Lord, that is My name; | will not yield My
glory to another, nor My renown to idols. 9.
See, the things once predicted have come,
and now | foretell new things, announce to you
ere they sprout up. 710. Sing to the Lord a new
song, His praise from the ends of the earth—
You who sail the sea and you creatures in it,
you coastlands and their inhabitants! 771. Let
the desert and its towns cry aloud, the villages
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2 Bereshith

- where Kedar dwells; let Sela’s inhabitants
shout, call out from the peaks of the moun-
tains. 712. Let them do honor to the Lord, and
tell His glory in the coastlands. 13. The Lord
goes forth like a warrior, like a fighter He
whips up His rage. He yells, He roars aloud,
He charges upon His enemies. 74. “l have
kept silent far too long, kept still and
restrained Myself; now | will scream like a
woman in labor, | will pant and | will gasp. 75.
Hills and heights will | scorch, cause all their
green to wither; | will turn rivers into isles, and
dry the marshes up. 76. | will lead the blind by
a road they did not know, and | will make them
walk by paths they never knew. | will turn
darkness before them to light, rough places
into level ground. These are the promises—I
will keep them without fail. 77. Driven back
and utterly shamed shall be those who trust in
- an image, those who say to idols, ‘You are our
gods!”” 18. Listen, you who are deaf; you blind
ones, look up and see! 719. Who is so blind as
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3 | Bereshith

My servant, so deaf as the messenger | send?
Who is so blind as the chosen one, so blind as
the servant of the Lord? 20. Seeing many
things, he gives no heed; with ears open, he
hears nothing. 21. The Lord desires His [ser-
vant’s] vindication, that he may magnify and
glorify [His] Teaching. 22. Yet it is a people
plundered and despoiled: all of them are
trapped in holes, imprisoned in dungeons.
They are given over to plunder, with none to
rescue them; to despoilment, with none to say
“Give back!” 23. If only you would listen to
this, attend and give heed from now on! 24.
Who was it gave Jacob over to despoilment
and Israel to plunderers? Surely, the Lord
against whom they sinned in whose ways they
would not walk and whose Teaching they
would not obey. 25. So He poured out wrath
upon them, His anger and the fury of war. It
blazed upon them all about, but they heeded
not; It burned among them, but they gave it no
thought. |
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4 | | | Bereshith

43 But now thus said the LORD—Who creat-
ed you, O Jacob, Who formed you, O Israel:
fear not, for |1 will redeem you; | have singled
you out by name, You are Mine. 2. When you
pass through water, | will be with you; through
streams, they shall not overwhelm you. When
you walk through fire, you shall not be
scorched; through flame, it shall not burn you.
3. For | the LORD am your God, The Holy One
of Israel, your Savior. | give Egypt as a ransom
for you, Ethiopia and Saba in exchange for
you. 4. Because you are precious to Me, and
honored, and | love you, | give men in
exchange for you and peoples in your stead.
5. Fear not, for | am with you: | will bring your
folk from the East, will gather you out of the
West; 6. | will say to the North, “Give back!”
And to the South, “Do not withhold! Bring My
sons from afar, and My daughters from the
end of the earth—7. All who are linked to My
name, whom | have created, formed, and
made for My glory—8. Setting free that people,
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5 | | Noach

blind though it has eyes and deaf though it has
ears.” 9. All the nations assemble as one, the
peoples gather. Who among them declared
this, foretold to us the things that have hap-
pened? Let them produce their withesses and
be vindicated, that men, hearing them, may
say, “It is true!” 70. My witnesses are you—
declares the LORD—My servant, whom | have
chosen. To the end that you may take thought,
and believe in Me, and understand that | am
He: Before Me no god was formed, and after
Me none shall exist—

NOACH

ISAIAH 54:1 - 55:5

54 1. Shout, O barren one, you who bore no
child! Shout aloud for joy, you who did not
travaill For the children of the wife forlorn
shall outnumber those of the espoused —
said the LORD. 2. Enlarge the site of your
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6 Noach

tent, extend the size of your dwelling, do not
stint! Lengthen the ropes, and drive the pegs
firm. 3. For you shall spread out to the right
and the left; your offspring shall dispossess
- nations and shall people the desolate towns.
4. Fear not, you shall not be shamed; do not
cringe, you shall not be disgraced. For you
shall forget the reproach of your youth, and
remember no more the shame of your widow-
hood. 5. For He who made you will espouse
you—His name is “LORD of Hosts.” The Holy
One of Israel will redeem you—He is called
“God of all the Earth.” 6. The LORD has
called you back as a wife forlorn and forsak-
en. Can one cast off the wife of his youth?—
said your God. 7. For a little while | forsook
you, but with vast love | will bring you back.
8. In slight anger, for a moment, |1 hid My face
from you; but with kindness everlasting | will
take you back in love—said the LORD your
Redeemer. 9. For this to Me is like the waters
of Noah: As | swore that the waters of Noah
nevermore would flood the earth, so | swear
that 1 will not be angry with you or rebuke you.
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7 | Noach

10. For the mountains may move and the hills
be shaken, but My loyalty shall never move
from you, nor My covenant of friendship be
shaken—said the LORD, who takes you back
in love. 1711. Unhappy, storm-tossed one,
uncomforted! | will lay carbuncles as your
building stones and make your foundations of
sapphires. 12. |1 will make your battlements of
rubies, your gates of precious stones, the
whole encircling wall of gems. 713. And all
your children shall be disciples of the LORD,
and great shall be the happiness of your chil-
dren; 714. You shall be established through
righteousness. You shall be safe from
oppression, and shall have no fear; from ruin,
and it shall not come near you. 15. Surely no
harm can be done without My consent:
Whoever would harm you shall fall because of
you. 716. It is | who created the smith to fan
the charcoal fire and produce the tools for his
work; so it is | who create the instruments of
havoc. 77. No weapon formed against you
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8 | | Noach

shall succeed, and every tongue that con-
tends with you at law you shall defeat. Such
is the lot of the servants of the LORD, such
their triumph through Me—declares the
LORD. 35 1. Ho, all who are thirsty, come
for water, even if you have no money; come,
buy food and eat: Buy food without money,
wine and milk without cost. 2. Why do you
spend money for what is not bread, your earn-
ings for what does not satisfy? Give heed to
Me, and you shall eat choice food and enjoy
the richest viands. 3. Incline your ear and
come to Me; hearken, and you shall be
revived. And | will make with you an everlast-
ing covenant, the enduring loyalty promised
to David. 4. As | made him a leader of peo-
ples, a prince and commander of peoples, 5.
so you shall summon a nation you did not
know, and a nation that did not know you shall
come running to you—for the sake of the
LORD your God, The Holy One of Israel who

has glorified you.
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Lech Lecha

LECH LECHA

ISAIAH 40:27 - 41:16

54 27. Why do you say, O Jacob, why declare
O Israel, “My way is hid from the LORD, my
cause is ignored by my God”? 28. Do you not
know? Have you not heard? The LORD is
God from of old, Creator of the earth from end
to end, He never grows faint or weary, His
wisdom cannot be fathomed. 29. He gives
strength to the weary, fresh vigor to the spent.
30. Youths may grow faint and weary, and
young men stumble and fall; 371. But they
who trust in the LORD shall renew their
strength as eagles grow new plumes: They
shall run and not grow weary, they shall
march and not grow faint. 41 1. Stand silent
before Me, coastlands, and let nations renew
their strength. Let them approach to state
their case; let us come forward together for
argument. 2. Who has roused a victor from
the East, summoned him to His service? Has
delivered up nations to him, and trodden
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10 Lech Lecha

sovereigns down? Has rendered their swords
like dust, their bows like wind-blown straw?
3. He pursues them, he goes on unscathed;
no shackle is placed on his feet. 4. Who has
wrought and achieved this? He who
announced the generations from the start—I,
the LORD, who was first and will be with the
last as well. 5. The coastlands look on in fear,
the ends of earth tremble. They draw near
and come; 6. Each one helps the other, say-
ing to his fellow, “Take courage!” 7. The
woodworker encourages the smith; he who
flattens with the hammer [encourages] him
who pounds the anvil. He says of the riveting,
“It is good!” And he fixes it with nails, that it
may not topple. 8. But you, Israel, My ser-
vant, Jacob, whom | have chosen, seed of
Abraham My friend—9. You whom | drew
from the ends of the earth and called from its
far corners, to whom | said: You are My ser-
vant; | chose you, | have not rejected you—10.
Fear not, for | am with you, be not frightened,
for | am your God; | strengthen you and | help
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11 o Lech Lecha

you, | uphold you with My victorious right
hand. 71. Shamed and chagrined shall be all
who contend with you; they who strive with
you shall become as naught and shall perish.
12. You may seek, but shall not find those
who struggle with you; less than nothing shall
be the men who battle against you. 13. Forl
the LORD am your God, who grasped your
right hand, who say to you: Have no fear; | will
be your help. 74. Fear not, O worm Jacob, O
men of Israel: | will help you—declares the
LORD—I your Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel. 15. | will make of you a threshing
board, a new thresher, with many spikes; you
shall thresh mountains to dust, and make hills
like chaff. 16. You shall winnow them and the
wind shall carry them off; the whirlwind shall
scatter them. But you shall rejoice in the
LORD, and glory in the Holy One of Israel.
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12 » " Va-Yeirah
VA-YEIRAH |

II KINGS, 4:1-4:37 (4:1-23)

4 1. A certain woman, the wife of one of the
disciples of the prophets, cried out to Elisha:
“Your servant my husband is dead, and you
know how your servant revered the LORD.
And now a creditor is coming to seize my two
children as slaves.” 2. Elisha said to her,
“What can | do for you? Tell me, what have
you in the house?” She replied, “Your maid-
servant has nothing at all in the house, except
a jug of oil.” 3. “Go,” he said, “and borrow
vessels outside, from all your neighbors,
empty vessels, as many as you can. 4. Then
go in and shut the door behind you and your
children, and pour [oil] into all those vessels,
removing each one as it is filled.” 5. She went
away and shut the door behind her and her
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13 | Va-Yeirah

children. They kept bringing [vessels] to her
and she kept pouring. 6. When the vessels
were full, she said to her son, “Bring me
another vessel.” He answered her, “There are
no more vessels”; and the oil stopped. 7. She
came and told the man of God, and he said,
“Go sell the oil and pay your debt, and you
and your children can live on the rest.” 8. One
day, Elisha visited Shunem. A wealthy woman
lived there, and she urged him to have a meal;
and whenever he passed by, he would stop
there for a meal. 9. Once she said to her hus-
band, “l am sure it is a holy man of God who
comes this way regularly. 70. Let us make a
small enclosed upper chamber and place a
bed, a table, a chair, and a lampstand there for
him, so that he can stop there whenever he
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14 | | Va-Yeirah

comes to us.” 11. One day he came there; he
retired to the upper chamber and lay down
there. 12. He said to his servant Gehazi, “Call
that Shunammite woman.” He called her, and
 she stood before him. 713. He said to him,
“Tell her, ‘You have gone to all this trouble for
us. What can we do for you? Can we speak
in your behalf to the king or to the army com-
mander?’” She replied, “l live among my own
people.” 14. “What then can be done for
her?” he asked. “The fact is,” said Gehazi,
“she has no son, and her husband is old.” 715.
“Call her,” he said. He called her, and she
stood in the doorway. 76. And Elisha said, “At
this season next year, you will be embracing a
son.” She replied, “Please, my lord, man of
God, do not delude your maidservant.” 177.
The woman conceived and bore a son at the
same season the following year, as Elisha had
assured her. 18. The child grew up. One day,
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15 | | | ‘Va-Yeirah

he went out to his father among the reapers.
19. [Suddenly] he cried to his father, “Oh, my
head, my head!” He said to a servant, “Carry
him to his mother.” 20. He picked him up and
brought him to his mother. And the child sat
on her lap until noon; and he died. 21. She
- took him up and laid him on the bed of the
man of God, and left him and closed the door.
22. Then she called to her husband: “Please,
send me one of the servants and one of the
she-asses, so | can hurry to the man of God
and back.” 23. But he said, “Why are you
going to him today? It is neither new moon
nor Sabbath.” She answered, “It’s all right.”
24. She had the ass saddled, and said to her
servant, “Urge [the beast] on; see that | don't
slow down unless | tell you.” 25. She went on
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16 Va-Yeirah

until she came to the man of God on Mount
Carmel. When the man of God saw her from

afar, he said to his servant Gehazi, “There is
that Shunammite woman. 26. Go, hurry
toward her and ask her, ‘How are you? How
IS yoUr husband? How is the child?’” “We are
well,” she replied. 27. But when she came up
to the man of God on the mountain, she
clasped his feet. Gehazi stepped forward to
push her away; but the man of God said, “Let
her alone, for she is in bitter distress; and the
LORD has hidden it from me and has not told
me.” 28. Then she said, “Did | ask my lord for
a son? Didn’t |l say: ‘Don’t mislead me’?” 29.
He said to Gehazi, “Tie up your skirts, take my
staff in your hand, and go. If you meet any-
one, do not greet him; and if anyone greets
you, do not answer him. And place my staff
on the face of the boy.” 30. But the boy’s
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17 | Va-Yeirah

mother said, “As the LORD lives and as you
live, | will not leave you!” So he arose and fol-
lowed her. 31. Gehazi had gone on before
them and had placed the staff on the boy’s
face; but there was no sound or response. He
turned back to meet him and told him, “The
boy has not awakened.” 32. Elisha came into
the house, and there was the boy, laid out
dead on his couch. 33. He went in, shut the
door behind the two of them, and prayed to
the LORD. 34. Then he mounted [the bed]
- and placed himself over the child. He put his
mouth on its mouth, his eyes on its eyes, and
his hands on its hands, as he bent over it. And
the body of the child became warm. 35. He
stepped down, walked once up and down the
room, then mounted and bent over him.
Thereupon, the boy sneezed seven times, and
the boy opened his eyes. 36. [Elisha] called
Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite woman,”
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18 Chayei Sara

and he called her. When she came to him, he
said, “Pick up your son.” 37. She came and
fell at his feet and bowed low to the ground;
then she picked up her son and left.

CHAYEI SARA

I KINGS 1:1-31

1 1. King David was now old, advanced in
years; and though they covered him with bed-
clothes, he never felt warm. 2. His courtiers
said to him, “Let a young virgin be sought for
my lord the king, to wait upon Your Majesty
and be his attendant; and let her lie in your
bosom, and my lord the king will be warm.” 3.
So they looked for a beautiful girl throughout
the territory of Israel. They found Abishag the
Shunammite and brought her to the king. 4.
The girl was exceedingly beautiful. She
became the king’s attendant and waited upon
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19 _\ Chayei Sara

him; but the king was not intimate with her.
5. Now Adonijah son of Haggith went about
boasting, “l will be king!” He provided himself
with chariots and horses, and an escort of
fifty outrunners. 6. His father had never
scolded him: “Why did you do that?” He was
the one born after Absalom and, like him; was
very handsome. 7. He conferred with Joab
son of Zeruiah and with the priest Abiathar,
and they supported Adonijah; 8. But the
priest Zadok, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the
prophet Nathan, Shimei and Rei, and David’s
own fighting men did not side with Adonijah.
9. Adonijah made a sacrificial feast of sheep,
oxen, and fatlings at the Zohaleth stone which
Is near En-rogel; he invited all his brother
princes and all the king’s courtiers of the tribe
of Judah; 710. But he did not invite the prophet
Nathan, or Benaiah, or the fighting men, or his
brother Solomon. 71. Then Nathan said to
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20 | Chayei Sara

Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, “You must
have heard that Adonijah son of Haggith has
assumed the kingship without the knowledge
of our lord David. 72. Now take my advice, so
that you may save your life and the life of your
~son Solomon. 13. Go immediately to King
David and say to him, ‘Did not you, O lord
king, swear to your maidservant: “Your son
Solomon shall succeed me as king, and he
shall sit upon my throne”? Then why has
Adonijah become king?’ 74. While you are
still there talking with the king, | will come in
after you and confirm your words.” 15. So
Bathsheba went to the king in his chamber.—
The king was very old, and Abishag the
Shunammite was waiting on the king.—16.
Bathsheba bowed low in homage to the king;
and the king asked, “What troubles you?” 17.
She answered him, “My lord, you yourself
swore to your maidservant by the LORD your
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21 Chayei Sara

God: ‘Your son Solomon shall succeed me as
king, and he shall sit upon my throne.’ 18. Yet
now Adonijah has become king, and you, my
lord the king, know nothing about it. 79. He
has prepared a sacrificial feast of a great
many oxen, fatlings, and sheep, and he has
invited all the king’s sons and Abiathar the
priest and Joab commander of the army; but
he has not invited your servant Solomon. 20.
And so the eyes of all Israel are upon you, O
lord king, to tell them who shall succeed my
lord the king on the throne. 271. Otherwise,
when my lord the king lies down with his
fathers, my son Solomon and | will be regard-
ed as traitors.” 22. She was still talking to the
king when the prophet Nathan arrived. 23.
They announced to the king, “The prophet
“Nathan is here,” and he entered the king’s
presence. Bowing low to the king with his
face to the ground, 24. Nathan said, “O lord
king, you must have said, ‘Adonijah shali
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22 | Chayei Sara

succeed me as king and he shall sit upon my
throne.’ 25. For he has gone down today and
prepared a sacrificial feast of a great many
oxen, fatlings, and sheep. He invited all the
king’s sons and the army officers and
Abiathar the priest. At this very moment they
are eating and drinking with him, and they are
shouting, ‘Long live King Adonijah!”” 26. But
he did not invite me your servant, or the priest
Zadok, or Benaiah son of Jehoiada, or your
servant Solomon. 27. Can this decision have
come from my lord the king, without your
telling your servant who is to succeed to the
throne of my lord the king?” 28. King David’s
response was: “Summon Bathsheba!” She
entered the king’s presence and stood before
the king. 29. And the king took an oath, say-
ing, “As the LORD lives, who has rescued me
from every trouble: 30. The oath | swore to
you by the LORD, the God of Israel, that your
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23 Toledot

son Solomon should succeed me as king and
that he should sit upon my throne in my stead,
| will fulfill this very day!” 371. Bathsheba
bowed low in homage to the king with her
face to the ground, and she said, “May my
lord King David live forever!”

TOLEDOT

MALACHI 1:1-2:7

1 1. A pronouncement: The word of the
LORD to Israel through Malachi. 2. | have
shown you love, said the LORD. But you ask,
“How have You shown love?” After all—
declares the LORD—Esau is Jacob’s brother;
yet | have accepted Jacob 3. And have reject-
- ed Esau. | have made his hills a desolation,
his territory a home for beasts of the desert.
4. If Edom thinks, “Though crushed, we can
build the ruins again,” thus said the LORD of
Hosts: They may build, but | will tear down.
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o4 Toledot

And so they shall be known as the region of
wickedness, the people damned forever of
the LORD. 5. Your eyes shall behold it, and
you shall declare, “Great is the LORD beyond
the borders of Israel!” 6. A son should honor
his father, and a slave his master. Now if | am
 a father, where is the honor due Me? And if |
- am a master, where is the reverence due
Me?—said the LORD of Hosts to you, O
priests who scorn My name. But you ask,
“How have we scorned Your name?” 7. You
offer defiled food on My altar. But you ask,
“How have we defiled You?” By saying, “The
table of the LORD can be treated with scorn.”
8. When you present a blind animal for sacri-
fice—it doesn’t matter! When you present a
lame or sick one—it doesn’t matter! Just
offer it to your governor: Will he accept you?
Will he show you favor?—said the LORD of
Hosts. 9. And now implore the favor of God!
Will He be gracious to us? This is what you
have done—will He accept any of you? The
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25 Toledot

LORD of Hosts has said: 70. If only you would
lock My doors, and not kindle fire on My altar
to no purpose! | take no pleasure in you—said
the LORD of Hosts—and | will accept no offer-
ing from you. 11. For from where the sun
rises to where it sets, My name is honored
among the nations, and everywhere incense
and pure oblation are offered to My name; for
My name is honored among the nations—said
the Lord of Hosts. 712. But you profane it
when you say, “The table of the LORD is
defiled and the meat, the food, can be treated
with scorn.” 13. You say, “Oh, what a both-
er!” And so you degrade it—said the LORD of
Hosts—and you bring the stolen, the lame,
and the sick; and you offer such as an obla-
tion. Will | accept it from you?—said the
LORD. 714. A curse on the cheat who has an
[unblemished] male in his flock, but for his
vow sacrifices a blemished animal to the
LORD! For | am a great King—said the LORD
of Hosts—and My name is revered among the
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26 Toledot

nations. 2 1. And now, O priests, this charge
is for you: 2. Unless you obey and unless you
lay it to heart, and do honor to My name—said
the LORD of Hosts—I will send a curse and
turn your blessings into curses. [Indeed, |
have turned them into curses, because you do
not lay it to heart.) 3. | will put your seed
under a ban, and | will strew dung upon your
faces, the dung of your festal sacrifices, and
you shall be carried out to its [heap]. 4.
Know, then, that | have sent this charge to you
that My covenant with Levi may endure—said
the LORD of Hosts. 5. | had with him a
covenant of life and well-being, which | gave
to him, and of reverence, which he showed
Me. For he stood in awe of My name. 6.
Proper rulings were in his mouth, and nothing
perverse was on his lips; he served Me with
complete loyalty and held the many back from
iniquity. 7. For the lips of a priest guard
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27 | Va-Yeitzei

knowledge, and men seek rulings from his
mouth; for he is a messenger of the LORD of
Hosts.

VA-YEITZEI

FOR SEPHARDIM: HOSEA 11:7-12:12

11 7. For My people persists in its defection
from Me; when it is summoned upward, it
does notrise at all. 8. How can | give you up,
O Ephraim? How surrender you, O Israel?
How can | make you like Admah, render you
like Zeboiim? | have had a change of heart, all
My tenderness is stirred. 9. | will not act on
My wrath, will not turn to destroy Ephraim.
For | am God, not man, the Holy One in your
midst: | will not come in fury. 10. The LORD
will roar like a lion, and they shall march
behind Him; when He roars, His children shall
come fluttering out of the west. 711. They
shall flutter from Egypt like sparrows, from
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28 | | Va-Yeitzei

the land of Assyria like doves; and | will settle
them in their homes—declares the LORD.
12 1. Ephraim surrounds Me with deceit, the
House of Israel with guile. (But Judah stands
firm with God and is faithful to the Holy One.)

2. Ephraim tends the wind and pursues the
gale; he is forever adding illusion to calamity.
Now they make a covenant with Assyria, now
oil is carried to Egypt. 3. The LORD once
indicted Judah, and punished Jacob for his
- conduct, requited him for his deeds. 4. In the
womb he tried to supplant his brothers; grown
to manhood, he strove with a divine being, 5.
He strove with an angel and prevailed—the
other had to weep and implore him. At Bethel
[Jacob] would meet him, there to commune
with him. 6. Yet the LORD, the God of Hosts,
must be invoked as “LORD.” 7. You must
return to your God! Practice goodness and
justice, and constantly trust in your God. 8. A
trader who uses false balances, who loves to
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29 | Va-Yeitzei

overreach, 9. Ephraim thinks, “Ah, | have
become rich; | have gotten power! All my
gains do not amount to an offense which is
real guilt.” 1710. | the LORD have been your
God ever since the land of Egypt. | will let you
dwell in your tents again as in the days of old,
11. when | spoke to the prophets; for | grant-
ed many visions, and spoke parables through
the prophets. 12. As for Gilead, it is worth-
less; and to no purpose have they been sacri-
ficing oxen in Gilgal: the altars of these are
also like stone heaps upon a plowed field.

VA-YEITZEI

FOR ASHKENAZIM: HOSEA 12:13-14:10

12 13. Then Jacob had to flee to the land of
Aram; there Israel served for a wife, for a wife
he had to guard [sheep]. 714. But when the
LORD brought Israel up from Egypt, it was
through a prophet; through a prophet they
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30 | Va-Yeitzei

were guarded. 15. Ephraim gave bitter
offense, and his Lord cast his crimes upon
him and requited him for his mockery. 13 1.
When Ephraim spoke piety, he was exalted in
Israel; but he incurred guilt through Baal, and
so he died. 2. And now they go on sinning;
they have made them molten images, idols,
by their skill, from their silver, wholly the work
of craftsmen. Yet for these they appoint men
to sacrifice; they are wont to kiss calves! 3.
Assuredly, they shall be like morning clouds,
like dew so early gone; like chaff whirled away
from the threshing floor. And like smoke from
a lattice. 4. Only | the LORD have been your
God ever since the land of Egypt; you have
never known a [true] God but Me, you have
never had a helper other than Me. 5. |looked
after you in the desert, in a thirsty land. 6.
When they grazed, they were sated; when
- they were sated, they grew haughty; and so
they forgot Me. 7. So | am become like a lion
to them, like a leopard | lurk on the way; 8.
Like a bear robbed of her young | attack them
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31 | Va-Yeitzei

and rip open the casing of their hearts; | will
devour them there like a lion, the beasts of the
field shall mangle them. 9. You are undone, O
Israel! You had no help but Me. 10. Where
now is your king? Let him save you! Where
are the chieftains in all your towns whom you
demanded: “Give me a king and officers”?
11. | give you kings in My ire, and take them
away in My wrath. 172. Ephraim’s guilt is
bound up, his sin is stored away. 13. Pangs
of childbirth assail him, and the babe is not
wise—for this is no time to survive at the
birthstool of babes. 74. From Sheol itself |
will save them, redeem them from very Death.
Where, O Death, are your plagues? Your
pestilence where, O Sheol? Revenge shall be
far from My thoughts. 1715. For though he
flourish among reeds, a blast, a wind of the
LORD, shall come blowing up from the wilder-
ness; his fountain shall be parched, his spring
dried up. That [wind] shall plunder treasures,
every lovely object. 14 1. Samaria must bear
her guilt, for she has defied her God. They
shall fall by the sword, their infants shall be
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32 | Va-Yeitzei

dashed to death, and their women with child
ripped open. 2. Return, O Israel, to the LORD
your God, for you have fallen because of your
sin. 3. Take words with you and return to the
LORD. Say to Him: “Forgive all guilt and
accept what is good; instead of bulls we will
pay [the offering of] our lips. 4. Assyria shall
not save us, no more will we ride on steeds;
nor ever again will we call our handiwork our
god, since in You alone orphans find pity!” 5.
| will heal their affliction, generously will | take
them back in love; for My anger has turned
away from them. 6. | will be to Israel like dew;
He shall blossom like the lily, He shall strike
root like a Lebanon tree. 7. His boughs shall
spread out far, His beauty shall be like the
olive tree’s, His fragrance like that of
Lebanon. 8. They who sit in his shade shall
be revived: they shall bring to life new grain,
they shall blossom like the vine; his scent
shall be like the wine of Lebanon. 9. Ephraim
[shall say]: “What more have | to do with
idols? When | respond and look to Him, |
become like a verdant cypress.” Your fruit is
provided by Me. 710. He who is wise will con-
sider these words, he who is prudent will take
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33 Va-Yishlach

note of them. For the paths of the LORD are
smooth; the righteous can walk on them,
while sinners stumble on them.

VA-YISHLACH

| For Ashkenazim: -
See p. 27, Haftarah For Va-Yeitzei, HOSEA 11:7-12:12

For Sephardim: THE BOOK OF OBADIAH

1 1. The prophecy of Obadiah. We have
received tidings from the LORD, and an envoy
has been sent out among the nations: “Up!
Let us rise up against her for battle.” Thus
said my Lord GOD concerning Edom: 2. | will
make you least among nations, you shall be
most despised. 3. Your arrogant heart has
seduced you, you who dwell in clefts of the
rock, in your lofty abode. You think in your
heart, “Who can pull me down to earth?” 4.
Should you nest as high as the eagle, should
your eyrie be lodged ’'mong the stars, even
from there | will pull you down—declares the
LORD. 5. If thieves were to come to you,
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34 Va-Yishlach

- marauders by night, they would steal no more
than they needed. If vintagers came to you,
they would surely leave some gleanings. How
utterly you are destroyed! 6. How thoroughly
rifled is Esau, how ransacked his hoards! 7.
All your allies turned you back at the frontier;
your own confederates have duped and over-
come you; [those who ate] your bread have
planted snares under you. He is bereft of
understanding. 8. In that day—declares the
LORD—I will make the wise vanish from
Edom, understanding from Esau’s mount. 9.
Your warriors shall lose heart, O Teman, and
not a man on Esau’s mount shall survive the
slaughter. 70. For the outrage to your broth-
er Jacob, disgrace shall engulf you, and you
shall perish forever. 711. On that day when you
stood aloof, when aliens carried off his goods,
when foreigners entered his gates and cast
lots for Jerusalem, you were as one of them.
12. How could you gaze with glee on your
brother that day, on his day of calamity! How
could you gloat over the people of Judah on
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35 Va-Yishlach

that day of ruin! How could you loudly jeer on
a day of anguish! 713. How could you enter
the gate of My people on its day of disaster,
gaze in glee with the others on its misfortune
on its day of disaster, and lay hands on its
wealth on its day of disaster! 14. How could
you stand at the passes to cut down its fugi-
tives! How could you betray those who fled
on that day of anguish! 15. As you did, so
shall it be done to you; your conduct shall be

requited. Yea, against all nations the day of
the LORD is at hand. 716. That same cup that
you drank on My Holy Mount shall all nations

drink evermore, drink till their speech grows
thick, and they become as though they had
never been. 77. But on Zion’s mount a rem-
nant shall survive, and it shall be holy. The
House of Jacob shall dispossess those who
dispossessed them. 718. The House of Jacob
shall be fire, and the House of Joseph flame,
and the House of Esau shall be straw; they
shall burn it and devour it, and no survivor
shall be left of the House of Esau—for the
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36 | | Va-Yeishev

LORD has spoken. 719. Thus they shall pos-
sess the Negeb and Mount Esau as well, the
Shephelah and Philistia. They shall possess
the Ephraimite country and the district of
Samaria, and Benjamin along with Gilead. 20.
And that exiled force of Israelites [shall pos-
sess] what belongs to the Phoenicians as far
as Zarephath, while the Jerusalemite exile
community of Sepharad shall possess the
towns of the Negeb. 21. For liberators shall
march up on Mount Zion to wreak judgement
on Mount Esau; and dominion shall be the
LORD’s.

VA-YEISHEV
(When Va-Yeishev Coincides With the 1st Shabbat of Chanukah,
See “Haftarot for Special Sabbaths, Festivals and Fast Days”)

AMOS 2:6-3:8

6. Thus said the LORD: for for three trans-
gressions of Israel, for four, | will not revoke it:
because they have sold for silver those whose
cause was just, and the needy for a pair of
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37 Va-Yeishev

sandals. 7. [Ah,] you who trample the heads
of the poor into the dust of the ground, and
who make the humble walk a twisted course!
Father and son go to the same girl, and there-
by profane My holy name. 8. They recline by
every altar on garments taken in pledge, and
drink in the House of their God wine brought
with fines they imposed. 9. Yet | destroyed
the Amorite before them, whose stature was
like the cedar’s and who was stout as the oak,
destroying his boughs above and his trunk
below! 70. And | brought you up from the
land of Egypt and led you through the wilder-
ness forty years, to possess the land of the
Amorite! 711. And | raised up prophets from
among your sons and nazirites from among
your young men. Is that not so, O people of
Israel?—says the LORD. 72. But you made
the nazirites drink wine and ordered the
prophets not to prophesy. 713. Ah, | will slow
your movements as a wagon is slowed when
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38 | ‘ Va-Yeishev

it is full of cut grain. 714. Flight shall fail the
swift, the strong shall find no strength, and
the warrior shall not save his life. 715. The
bowman shall not hold his ground, and the
fleet-footed shall not escape, nor the horse-
man save his life. 16. Even the most stout-
hearted warrior shall run away unarmed that
day—declares the LORD. 3 1. Hear this
word, O people of Israel, that the LORD has
spoken concerning you, concerning the
whole family that | brought up from the land of
Egypt: 2. You alone have | singled out of all
the families of the earth—that is why | will call
you to account for all your iniquities. 3. Can
two walk together without having met? 4.
Does a lion roar in the forest when he has no
prey? Does a great beast let out a cry from its
den without having made a capture? 5. Does
a bird drop on the ground—in a trap—with no
snare there? Does a trap spring up from the
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39 | | Miketz

ground unless it has caught something? 6.
When a ram’s horn is sounded in a town, do
the people not take alarm? Can misfortune
come to a town if the LORD has not caused
it? 7. Indeed, my Lord GOD does nothing
without having revealed His purpose to His
servants the prophets. 8. A lion has roared,
who can but fear? My Lord GOD has spoken,
who can but prophesy?

MIKETZ

(When Miketz Coincides With the 1st or 2nd Shabbat of Chanukah,
- See “Haftarot for Special Sabbaths, Festivals and Fast Days”)

| KINGS 3:15-4:1

3 15. Then Solomon awoke: it was a dream!
He went to Jerusalem, stood before the Ark of
the Covenant of the LORD, and sacrificed
burnt offerings and presented offerings of
well-being; and he made a banquet for all his
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40 Miketz

courtiers. 16. Later two prostitutes came to
the king and stood before him. 717. The first
woman said, “Please, my lord! This woman
and | live in the same house; and | gave birth
to a child while she was in the house. 718. On
the third day after | was delivered, this woman
also gave birth to a child. We were alone,
there was no one else with us in the house,
just the two of us in the house. 719. During the
night this woman’s child died, because she
lay on it. 20. She arose in the night and took
my son from my side while your maidservant
was asleep, and laid him in her bosom; and
she laid her dead son in my bosom. 21. When
| arose in the morning to nurse my son, there
he was, dead; but when | looked at him close-
ly in the morning, it was not the son | had
borne.” 22. The other woman spoke up, “No,
the live one is my son, and the dead one is
yours!” But the first insisted, “No, the dead
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41 | Miketz

boy is yours; mine is the live one!” And they
went on arguing before the king. 23. The king
said, “One says, ‘This is my son, the live one,
and the dead one is yours’; and the other
says, ‘No, the dead boy is yours, mine is the
live one.” 24. So the king gave the order,
“Fetch me a sword.” A sword was brought
before the king, 25. and the king said, “Cut
the live child in two, and give half to one and
half to the other.” 26. But the woman whose
son was the live one pleaded with the king for
she was overcome with compassion for her
son. “Please, my lord,” she cried, “give her
the live child; only don’t kill it The other
insisted, “It shall be neither yours nor mine;
cut it in two!” 27. Then the king spoke up.
“Give the child to her,” he said, “and do not
put it to death; she is its mother.” 28. When
all Israel heard the decision that the king had
rendered, they stood in awe of the king; for
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42 Va-Yigash

they saw that he possessed divine wisdom to
execute justice. 4 1. King Solomon was now
king over all Israel.

VA-YIGASH

EZEKIEL 37:15-28

37 15. The word of the LORD came to me:
16. And you, O mortal, take a stick and write
on it, “Of Judah and the Israelites associated
with him”; and take another stick and write on
it, “Of Joseph—the stick of Ephraim—and all
the House of Israel associated with him.” 17.
Bring them close to each other, so that they
become one stick, joined together in your
hand. 18. And when any of your people ask
you, “Won't you tell us what these actions of
yours mean?” 19. Answer them, “Thus said
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43 Va-Yigash

the Lord GOD: | am going to take the stick of
Joseph—which is in the hand of Ephraim—
and of the tribes of Israel associated with him,
and | will place the stick of Judah upon it and
make them into one stick; they shall be joined
in My hand.” 20. You shall hold up before
their eyes the sticks which you have
inscribed, 21. and you shall declare to them:
Thus said the Lord GOD: | am going to take
the Israelite people from among the nations
they have gone to, and gather them from
every quarter, and bring them to their own
land. 22. 1 will make them a single nation in
the land, on the hills of Israel, and one king
shall be king of them all. Never again shall
they be two nations, and never again shall
they be divided into two kingdoms. 23. Nor
shall they ever again defile themselves by
their fetishes and their abhorrent things, and
by their other transgressions. | will save them
in all their settlements where they sinned, and
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44 | | Va-Yigash

| will cleanse them. Then they shall be My
people, and | will be their God. 24. My servant
David shall be king over them; there shall be
one shepherd for all of them. They shall fol-
low My rules and faithfully obey My laws. 25.
Thus they shall remain in the land which |
gave to My servant Jacob and in which your
fathers dwelt; they and their children and their
children’s children shall dwell there forever,
with My servant David as their prince for all
time. 26. | will make a covenant of friendship
with them—it shall be an everlasting covenant
with them—I will establish them and multiply
them, and | will place My Sanctuary among
them forever. 27. My Presence shall rest over
them; | will be their God and they shall be My
people. 28. And when My Sanctuary abides
among them forever, the nations shall know
that | the LORD do sanctify Israel.
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45 | Va-Yechi

VA-YECHI

| KINGS 2:1-12

2 1. When David’s life was drawing to a close,
he instructed his son Solomon as follows: 2.
“| am going the way of all the earth; be strong
and show yourself a man. 3. Keep the charge‘
of the LORD your God, walking in His ways
‘and following His laws, His commandments,
His rules, and His admonitions as recorded in
the Teaching of Moses, in order that you may
succeed in whatever you undertake and
wherever you turn. 4. Then the LORD will ful-
fill the promise that He made concerning me:
‘If your descendants are scrupulous in their
conduct, and walk before Me faithfully, with
all their heart and soul, your line on the throne
of Israel shall never end” 5. “Further, you
know what Joab son of Zeruiah did to me,



o™ 46
"12 "3387 ORI NiNDy s Ny
=p7 oM DI YD NBYR)
inJana minon w7 1Hn Shws e
DYy 119372 TN TouaR) TIND3 W
oy Sowa Nl TRINTNDY FnRan:
P TeETRYR YR vore iehy o
1792 98 IR 197D RNty RoNa
WY ey I N T DY ek
9%p Ny Bman PRtz NNTIR
TN DN P% B2 NI MP7R
SaxS M o yaw) 11 nNIRb
P FIRINTON NAY) B 12703 TORNTEN
iR TN N8 DY NON 02 BN

\T T /s’

22 OINY B3 NN DT




46 | | Va-Yechi

‘what he did to the two commanders of
Israel's forces, Abner son of Ner and Amasa
son of Jether: he killed them, shedding blood
of war in peacetime, staining the girdle of his
loins and the sandals on his feet with blood of
war. 6. So act in accordance with your wis-
dom, and see that his white hair does not go
down to Sheol in peace. 7. But deal gra-
ciously with the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite,
for they befriended me when | fled from your
brother Absalom; let them be among those
that eat at your table. 8. You must also deal
with Shimei son of Gera, the Benjaminite from
Bahurim. He insulted me outrageously when
| was on my way to Mahanaim; but he came
down to meet me at the Jordan, and | swore
to him by the LORD: ‘I will not put you to the
sword.” 9. So do not let him go unpunished;
for you are a wise man and you will know how
to deal with him and send his gray hair down
to Sheol in blood.” 10. So David slept with his
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47 Shemot

fathers, and he was buried in the City of
David. 711. The length of David’s reign over
Israel was forty years: he reigned seven years
in Hebron, and he reigned thirty-three years in
Jerusalem. 72. And Solomon sat upon the
throne of his father David, and his rule was
firmly established.

SHEMOT

For Ashkenazim: ISAIAH 27:6-28:13; 29:22-23

27 6. [In days] to come Jacob shall strike
root, Israel shall sprout and blossom, and the
face of the world shall be covered with fruit.
7. Was he beaten as his beater has been? Did
he suffer such slaughter as his slayers? 8.
- Assailing them with fury unchained, his piti-
less blast bore them off on a day of gale. 9.
Assuredly, by this alone shall Jacob’s sin be
purged away; this is the only price for removing
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48 ~_ Shemot

his guilt: that he make all the altar-stones like
shattered blocks of chalk—with no sacred
post left standing, nor any incense altar. 70.
Thus fortified cities lie desolate, homesteads
deserted, forsaken like a wilderness; there
calves graze, there they lie down and con-
sume its boughs. 711. When its crown is with-
ered, they break, women come and make fires
with them. For they are a people without
understanding; that is why their Maker will
show them no mercy, their Creator will deny
- them grace. 712. And in that day, the LORD
will beat out [the peoples like grain] from the
channel of the Euphrates to the Wadi of
Egypt; and you shall be picked up one by one,
O children of Israel! 13. And in that day, a
great ram’s horn shall be sounded; and the
strayed who are in the land of Assyria and the
expelled who are in the land of Egypt shall
come and worship the LORD on the holy
mount, in Jerusalem. 28 1. Ah, the proud
crowns of the drunkards of Ephraim, whose
glorious beauty is but wilted flowers on the
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49 | | Shemot

heads of men bloated with rich food, who are
overcome by wine! 2. Lo, my Lord has some-
thing strong and mighty, like a storm of hail, a
shower of pestilence. Something like a storm
of massive, torrential rain shall be hurled with
force to the ground. 3. Trampled underfoot
shall be the proud crowns of the drunkards of
Ephraim, 4. the wilted flowers—on the heads
of men bloated with rich food—that are his
glorious beauty. They shall be like an early fig
before the fruit harvest; whoever sees it
devours it while it is still in his hand. 5. In that
day, the LORD of Hosts shall become a crown
of beauty and a diadem of glory for the rem-
nant of His people, 6. and a spirit of judge-
ment for him who sits in judgement and of
valor for those who repel attacks at the gate.
7. But these are also muddied by wine and
dazed by liquor: priest and prophet are mud-
dled by liquor; they are confused by wine, they
are dazed by liquor; they are muddiled in their
visions, they stumble in judgement. 8. Yea, all
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tables are covered with vomit and filth, so that
no space is left. 9. “To whom would he give
instruction? To whom expound a message?
To those newly weaned from milk, just taken
away from the breast? 70. That same mutter
upon mutter, murmur upon murmur, now here,
now there!” 711. Truly, as one who speaks to
that people in a stammering jargon and an
alien tongue 72. is he who declares to them,
“This is the resting place, let the weary rest;
this is the place of repose.” They refuse to lis-
ten. 13. To them the word of the LORD is:
“Mutter upon mutter, murmur upon murmur,
now here, now there.” And so they will march,
but they shall fall backward, and be injured
and snared and captured. 29 22. Assuredly,
thus said the LORD to the House of Jacob,
Who redeemed Abraham: No more shall
Jacob be shamed, no longer his face grow
pale. 23. For when he—that is, his children—
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behoid what My hands have wrought in his
midst, they will hallow My name.

Book of Exodus
SHEMOT

For Sephardim: JEREMIAH 1:1-2:3

1 1. The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one
of the priests at Anathoth» in the territory of
Benjamin. 2. The word of the LORD came to
him in the days of King Josiah son of Amon of
Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign, 3.
And throughout the days of King Jehoiakim
son of Josiah of Judah, and until the end of
the eleventh year of King Zedekiah son of
Josiah of Judah, when Jerusalem went into
exile in the fifth month. 4. The word of the
LORD came to me: 5. Before | created you in
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the womb, | selected you; before you were
born, | consecrated you; | appointed you a
prophet concerning the nations. 6. | replied:
Ah, Lord GOD! | don’t know how to speak, for
| am still a boy. 7. And the LORD said to me:
Do not say, “l am still a boy,” but go wherever
| send you and speak whatever | command
you. 8 Have no fear of them, for | am with
you to deliver you—declares the LORD. 9.
The LORD put out His hand and touched my
mouth, and the LORD said to me: Herewith |
put My words into your mouth. 1710. See, |
appoint you this day over nations and king-
doms: to uproot and to pull down, to destroy
and to overthrow, to build and to plant. 71.
The word of the LORD came to me: What do
you see, Jeremiah? | replied: | see a branch
of an almond tree. 712. The LORD said to me:
You have seen right, for | am watchful to bring
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My word to pass. 13. And the word of the
LORD came to me a second time: What do
you see? | replied: | see a steaming pot,
tipped away from the north. 1714. And the
LORD said to me: From the north shall disas-
- ter break loose upon all the inhabitants of the
land! 15. For | am summoning all the peoples
of the kingdoms of the north — declares the
LORD. They shall come, and shall each set up
a throne before the gates of Jerusalem,
against its walls roundabout, and against all
the towns of Judah. 16. And | will argue My
case against“ them for all their wickedness:
They have forsaken Me and sacrificed to
other gods and worshiped the works of their
hands. 77. So you, gird up your loins, arise
and speak to them all that | command you.
Do not break down before them, lest | break
you before them. 18. | make you this day a
fortified city, and an iron pillar, and bronze
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walls against the whole land — against
Judah’s kings and officers, and against its
priests and citizens. 19. They will attack you,
but they shall not overcome you; for | am with
you — declares the LORD — to save you.
2 1. The word of the LORD came to me, say-
ing, 2. Go proclaim to Jerusalem: Thus said
the LORD: 1| accounted to your favor the
devotion of your youth, your love as a bride —
how you followed Me in the wilderness, in a
land not sown. 3. Israel was holy to the
LORD, the first fruits of His harvest. All who
ate of it were held guilty; disaster befell them
— declares the LORD.

VA-AYRA

EZEKIEL 28:25-29:21

28 25. Thus said the Lord GOD: When | have
gathered the House of Israel from the peoples
among which they have been dispersed, and
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have shown Myself holy through them in the
- sight of the nations, they shall settle on their
own soil, which | gave to My servant Jacob,
26. and they shall dwell on it in security. They
shall build houses and plant vineyards, and
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