
JBI Library Chanukah Card Project 

Optional Adult Activities 

 

Activity Idea 1.................................................................................... 

In Their Own Words: a book discussion group, reading beautiful works by 
disabled authors  

 

Possible books for discussion: 

 Just Human: The Quest for Disability Wisdom, Respect, and Inclusion 
by Arielle Silverman Ph.D. 

 Loving Our Own Bones: Disability Wisdom and the Spiritual 
Subversiveness of Knowing Ourselves Whole By Rabbi Julia Watts 
Belser 

 Blind Rage: Letters to Helen Keller by Georgina Kleege 

 

Activity Idea 2 ................................................................................... 

Social media as a stage and technology as independence: video clip 
discussion  

Disabled activists and blind self-advocates have a bigger platform than ever 
with YouTube and social media. This is making it fun and social to dispel 
myths and share personal experiences and tips for others in the community 
by keeping it light, friendly and sometimes even comedic, and other times 
eye-opening and incredibly moving. At the same time this makes it easy for 
non-disabled people to get all of their most embarrassing questions 
answered without having to worry about making a faux pas or or asking an 
intrusive question. 

Video Clips: 

Stella J Young: I’m Not Your Inspiration, Thank You Very Much ( If doing a 
multi-clip program, suggested clip is from beginning to 3:10.) 



Molly Burke: How I Use Technology as a Blind Person (If doing a multi-clip –
program, suggested clip is from beginning to 3:19. And if you want even 
more, there is a part 2 that goes into more details) 

Tommy Edison: Blind Person's Perspective of Untouchable & Intangible Things 
 

In My Language (if doing a multi-clip program, suggested clip is from 2:45 
to 6:45) 

 

Questions to Discuss: 

 What surprised you most? 
 Was there anything you could relate to? 
 Is there something that you learned? 
 Did anything you heard today bring up more questions if you’d like to 

know the answers to? 
 Is there anything that you are leaving today thinking differently about 

or wanting to do differently? 
 What other kinds of assistive technology do you know about or can 

envision being available in the future?  
 What if anything was different about these self-advocates' videos as 

compared to other things you’ve seen? 

 

Closing notes and to learn more......................................................... 

Technology can be a fabulous door opener to level the playing field. Small 
plastic rocks, which are really Audio beacons placed throughout a museum 
can alert a visitor’s iPhone to play a verbal description of the art hanging on 
the wall or directions to the nearest elevator into their headphones. 

Small squares of layered colors can be detected by a smartphone camera 
from many feet away and tell someone with bus stop their approaching and 
when the next buses are coming 

A refreshable braille display is around the size of a paperback book has 
plastic pegs that move up and down and can allow a blind person to browse 
the entire Internet, type up their emails, or read an entire encyclopedia in 
braille through Bluetooth for Wi-Fi while being worn like a pocketbook 



A wheelchair is also technology! People are not “wheelchair bound”, but 
rather “wheelchair users” as that technology opens up access to them. There 
are lots of ways to learn more about all of these things, and YouTube can be 
a great place to start that doesn’t judge! 

Learning about braille and making brailled crafts.............................. 

Did you know that like many tools that provide independence to a 
marginalized group, braille was once forbidden to blind students and even 
burned by teachers? Students used knitting needles to secretly create braille 
after their braille styluses were taken away from them. Now it is a standard 
and fabulous tool for independent literacy.  

It is actually easy to learn the alphabet and can be fun to use as a code. (For 
instance, take river stones and decorate them with tempera or acrylic paint 
to paint and then glue on seed beads, or use puffy paint or glitter glue to 
write the name of your beloved in braille or write an inspirational word that 
means something to you such as dream or love.) 

JBI Library is partnering with communities like yours to decorate and send 
out brailled Chanukah cards to our blind, low vision, and print disabled 
library members. You can use the included English and Hebrew braille 
alphabet sheets and the accompanying note on braille contractions to learn 
more about the messages inside. Watch the video on the JBI Library 
Chanukah Card website to learn about tactile art and how we can use 
tactiles to make images accessible the way we use braille to make words 
accessible 

 


