
 

 

     
 

 

 

1. Sign Your Card 

• Open your card and read the large print text on the left side of the inside of the card. 

• On the lines at the bottom of the left side, add your first name, your 
organization, and your city/state (or just your name and city/state if you 
are not with an organization) 

o Example: “Michelle from Temple Beth El in New York, NY”  or “Joel 
from Los Angeles, CA” 

• Use a thin black marker or dark pen. 

• Write in large clear letters, about the same size as the printed text in the card.   

 

2. Prepare to Decorate 

• Open the card and place it flat on a table so that the black-outlined rectangle that says “Enjoy 
Your Book” is on the right side and the back of the card with the JBI Library logo is on the left 
side. 

• Do not decorate your card while it is closed—pressing on it can 
damage the Braille embossing. 

• Be careful not to lean on or press the Braille dots while you 
create. 

 

3. Where to Decorate 

• Create your wonderful artwork inside the black rectangle on the front of the card. 

• Do not draw or color on the inside of the card—it can make reading difficult for someone with 
low vision.  

 

Tactile Card Making 
Directions 



4.  Design Tips for Blind and Low Vision Recipients  
      (also check out our instructional video on our website!)  
      Your cards will go to people who are blind, low vision, or print disabled. Keep these tips in mind: 
 

• Create a design that can be felt by touch! For example: 

o Use layered shapes of textured paper, foam stickers, felt, or yarn to create collages 

o Create raised-line drawings with puff paint or glitter glue 

o Outline your design with ribbons, stitching, or beads to make them tactile. 

• Create a design that uses strong and contrasting colors 

o Avoid busy patterns—they can be hard to see. 

o On this card’s cream background, choose dark or bright colors such as blue, green, red or 
orange, or alternate layers of darks and pastels. 

• Create a design that’s easy to parse 

o If you decide to create an image of a specific object or scene, keep it simple, with 1-3 large, 
defined shapes to focus on, each at least 1.5 inches wide (or much wider!) if it's a 
representational object. 

o If you decide to do an abstract art piece focused on texture and pattern, think through your 
choices to create discernable contrast that is interesting but orderly and easy to track with 
a finger, and not overwhelming or chaotic,  

• For sewn designs or art with heavy glue: 

o You will notice that the large print text is on the back of the space you are decorating. So it 
is important if you are doing a design using sewing, or lots of glue, that you create your 
design on separate card stock or fabric the size of the black rectangle and then attach it 
to the card (so that the stitching doesn’t go through the words and the heavy glue does not 
distort the text.  

• Do not use bulky items that will fall off when mailed – . A lot of differently textured craft items 
will work great but avoid things that are fully 3d and hold glue less well, and that are more likely to 
be jostled and fall off in the mail. Pompoms, wood chips and other heavy or protruding materials 
may be too bulky and don’t tend to stay attached. Also, it is best to avoid food and flour items 
which might be poisonous to pets or cause allergies 

 

Any questions?   Don’t hesitate to reach out to us at library@jbilibrary.org.  We are happy to help! 

Thank you for being a part of this project! 
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